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Kahlil Gibran, Poet of the East
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“Colette l;él_ﬁa_oche”_
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By CONSTANCE MURRAY GREENE

to Colette’s demand as to whether she had

By HOWARD WILLARD COOK. “*Nay, thon art not like me, O - - . S 3
O peet-painter who was not an sriist Madman, for thou shudderest vet b UST at this time whin the thoughts of cut off her hair, “Newr.' it is l.l!u- hair that

in the true semce of the word could 107 puin, and Ule song of the abyss all the rest of the world are centred fcll when she was combing it.”
terrifies thee' “Nothing arouses our irony more,” Mon-

frdﬂpuhingwﬁh_poﬂielifeaﬂn

“‘Like thee, O Night, likke thee,
mighty and high, and my throne is
built apon hesps of fallen Geds; and
before me too pass the days to kiss
the bem of my garment bat_never to
gaze at my faee.'

upon that small portion where Alsace,
Lorraine snd Metx are again in the hands
of a vietorious army Colefte Baudoche,
the story of & young girl of Meix, comes
with sperial significance. Writlen in 1908
by Maurice Barrés and acclaimed a classie

sicur Barrés remarks bere, “than a masier
in whom we reeognize real inferiorities.
The proud population of Metz will have
entirely disappeared the day when in Mets
people will have ceased lasghing at con-
querors who are so duoll.”

As the Prussian became more tolerable
to the Baudoches Colette became more

psalmist and writer of fables “‘Art thou like me, child of m not had the translation soomer. Baromess = , :
to us of u.r western dmm s .,;R,..g: darkest heart? And dost thon thint  Huard, who will be remembered as the :‘}”:“?:’l::eh‘?! .‘"’,“‘“ the ““&:“"’]““"ﬂ" :;
dom foumd m the wntings of ocur own my untamed thoughts and speak my ultnroflgH'-f-mMafﬂm, that loyalty which has withstood tempta-
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gang and to poke his ribs with the gentle
finger of whimsieal understanding of his
foibles. This is the Gibran of The Scare
ow:

“Onee | =sid to a searecrow, ‘Yom
muost he tired of standing m this
Jonely field,

“And he said, ‘The joy of searing
is a deep and lasting one, and I pever
tire of it

“Said I, after a minute of thought,
Tt is true; for T too have known that
Joy.!

“Said be, ‘Only those who are
stuffed with siraw can know it

“Then 1 left him, not knowing
whether he had complimented or
belittled me.

"HA year passed, during which the
scarccerow {urned philesopher.

“And when T passed by him again

I saw two crows building a nest onder
his hat.”
But in Night awd the Nadman there
is found the Eastern gmality. the psalm.
like bemuty of lines and the musie aad
majesty of words:

“ am like thee, O Night, dark
and naked; T walk om the flaming
path which is above my day dreams,
sad whenever my oot tonches earth
& giant oak Lree comes forth’

“Nay, thou art not like me, O
Madman, for thou «iill lookest back-
ward {o see how las » a foolprint
#hou leavest on the sand.

= %] am like thee, O Night, silent
gnd deep; and in the heart of my
loncliness lies a Goddess in child-bed}
and i him who 1= being born Heaven
touches el

%

vasi language?’

“iYet, we are twm brothers, O
Night; for thou revealest space and
I reveal =y soul’”

Throughout Gibran's poems — those
that deal with God asd Friendship and
virtues—ihere is & fiseness an delicate as
Gibrain's ewn “mists that veiled the dis-
tant hiils.”

Not s few of hms writings are in fable
style. Fsop would have found in Gibran
pleasant eamaradenie. His mterpretation
of lc bom Diew as bemg a God whe gives
unto his people thai which is most de-
sired of his people is thus reeounted:

“One day there passed by a com-
pany of eats 2 wise dog.

“And as he eame near and saw (hat
they were very intent and hesded him
not, he stopped.

“Then there arose in the midst of
tlie ecompany a large, grave eat and
looked upon them and said,

“‘Brethren, pray ye; and when ve
have prayed again and yel again,
nothing doubting, verily then it shall
ran mice.

“And when the dog hesrd this he
lamghed n his heart and tumed from
them saying, ) blind and fonlizh cats,
has it mot been written sand have I
not known my fathers before e, that
that whiech raineth for prayer and
faith and supplieation is not mice
but bones.””

Naturally satirie or ironie wvalues are
not unfamiliar to this poet, and these, so
apt to become ill-timed explosives in the
hands of mamy, are in (ibran's work
managed with perfeet restramnt. In War,
The Wise Kmg and The Other Language
this deftly handled virtue is found and
the result is good.

In the three ihostrations nsed in the
Gibran book. there is the well nizgh per-
feet eomtour of figure that distingmishes
his nodes, done with a sweeping grare.
But their greatest charm hies m their life
—Gibran's figures radinte life—and that
rame essence of human understanding
donunating his poems is found again in
them.

THE MADMAN, AIS PARABLES AND

POEMS. By Kanun Gmuaw. Alfred Al
Kunopf. #1.25,
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RUSSIA ]

“I have tried to ptuut Colette Bawm-
doche in the omplest words and withont
seeking any dramatic artifice, 80 as not to
lessen for the remder the interest of so
true a romance. I have wished to deseribe
the sentiments of recent generations in
Alsace, Lorrame snd Metz in regard to
the conquerors”

When Herr Asmus eame to lodge with
Colette and her grandmother he had in
mind echiefly the perfecting of his French,
and so it was with pleasure that he dis-
coverrd them to be Lorraine people. As
the rionths passed and the influence of
the two women made itself felt he ab-
sorhed 50 much of their spirit that his tol-
eration of French ideuls was openly eon-
demned by the directors of the sehool in
which he tanght.

It did not oeeur to this self-satisfied
youth- that he was often the cause of
amused horror. When he exhibited with
a great show of pride a eushion which he
anmnouneed was stuffed with his fancee’s
hair he replied with undiminshed pride

tion, flattery, terror and threat for forty
vears and which led to the proclamation
by a German General when he entered Al-
suce in 1914, “You are now in ememy
country and you will no longer cousider
the eivil populatien.”

If he had wished to pay a lribute te
the Alsatians he ecould have found none
more welcome!

COLLETTE BATUDOCHE. By M.umem
Basxis, George H. Doran Company. $1.50.

Two significant items eome from the
publishers. Doubleday, Page & Company
are repminting Astronomy for Frerghody,
beeause, among other orders, 500 copies
of the hook are wanled for soldiers and
sailors. The Frederiek A. Stokes ('om-
pany reports o similar order through the
Ameriean Library Association for 500
copies of William Atherton DuPuy's
U nele Nam's Modern Miracles, n book tell-
ing of hig undertakings of the Federal
Government—oensns  taking, Waeather
Burean work, irrigation enterprises, &e.
A: every libraman knows, there never was
anything like the demand among our men
in service for books dealmg in popular
stvle with seientifie subjects, the workings
of the Government, all kinds of industrial
processes—evervthing from aviation to
Iaying sewer pipes.  An appetite for nse-
ful buoks has been ereated (hat will have
to be sated after these men, or most of
them, return to eivil life, Authors, take
rute, please.

“A Great Novel, An Intensely Dramatic Stery’’

“A remarkable novel.

IN THE HEART
OF A FOOL

William Allen White’s New Novel

(Now Second Fadition)

“Tiuly a big book in every sense. A live story,
tremendously human and eloquent.”—N. Y. Sun.

‘In the Heart of a Fool’

| From the Varangians to the Bolsheviks, by Ravmows Bausmzy, Nevie
Fonses and G. A. Bmxerr.
623 Pages. (Postage extra. Weight 2 lha) Net §325
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| is the story of men and women. It is still more the
| One eannoi full 1o have a clearer understanding of the Rossian prople
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story of America—a veritable cross section of life
troublis™ fn the past Her tistory furnisbos ‘!hn. m{“ furﬂhnp:f in h}; \:l'!‘llmui th!‘l)llgh a g(‘nel'atioll Of induhtﬁal development.

victory I the present crisls. (A new volume the Himories the Belllgerents | = .
Beriea). N inthe Hstorin of B sl p The essence of America t?day: compou.nded by. a
master craftsman, who put into it the fruits of a rich

after |
reading this hock. 11 shows how Hussin has successfully In “times of |
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Evoluticn of Prussie.

L By lﬂ:ﬂ-'u‘du | - »” K (‘ & ‘3'[
: 23 e nee.”-—Kansas Cily Star.
.G. Pages. o E R Net 3 S.‘ i I M g
54 Fages. Net 331 %0
23y Pages - Nel u?’. i ‘ Second Edition Now at all Bookstores. $1.60.
P-rtupl ald II‘ Young. By m.‘l‘m‘. ;
The Guwdlans of (he Gate, (Berbia). By R G B Lafas. THE MACMILLAN COMPANY, Publishers, NEW YORK
Japan, the World Power. By R F. Ferter. I
373 Pagre. Net §1 35
The By J. A. B Marrisft ey ——
Net §5 80 ) - i = = — - Ce= = = =

484 Pnr—
|  Poatoge extra om aheve, wright eack # ibs.)

. A Republic of Nations

A of the Organization of a Federal League of Nations Rarzionm
C. Mssom, Profcssor of Constitutional and Internationsl T,n? at the
University of Virginia ¢1. (Postage exira, weight 2 Iba.) Net 3250 |

m-m.ﬁa { f.r-lm:..lflh-*.ﬂ)‘u-a r |
indicales what sach mate would be tlill'ln-\l te sarrender to iLhe lemgue and what |
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A Compelling Holiday Gift

JAPAN AT FIRST HAND

Joseph I C. Clarke

OVER A BUNDRED PRAUTIFUL PICTURES FASCINATINGLY WRITTEN —
HANDBOMELY HOUND.

How leading papers commend it:

“A wery complete book,— handsomely| ‘‘Most useflul publication on Japan in
printed and profusely illustrated. Seeks! many years and most fescinatingly read-
to destroy distrust between two great|able.' V. ¥. Evening Sun.
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James Madison’s ;
Notes of Debates

In the Federnl Convention of 1787 and Their Relations to a More Perfeet
* * Society of Nations. Edited by Jawws Beowx Scorr, 167 Pages.
(Postage extra, weight £ lbe.) Net §2.00.

This work teile in and narrative form how the American Stzten. existing
up 1o 1787 under the Articlen of Cenfederstion, created & more perfect wnlon—ibe |
in the impreasive languuge of
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AMERICAN BRANCH
THITT FIVE WRST THIETY “iCOND STREET. NEW YORK

DODD, MEAD & COMPANY, New York

i

presen! Uniied =iales n_:t America. The resull was | l "___\'_ Y. Il'l"ﬂlf'f. nl’huﬁb me to all AI'D 3,
i 3 of indestrust poopies. weleo! good Americans

! f}::",‘,‘.,“;:‘ : .;}':,w. :.'1.'; m%ﬂ i takes the cnsneel a?hu:::u ! “A full and many-foceted portrayal, | A clean cut ure of the people their life,

l und iders the pr of the P } Convention of 1787, | agreeably written, without llluswn. yet ap- t.helr spirit.”"—N. Y. Times.

| At ail bookstores or from the P“’"‘P"'” peals to t}}.:.e romentic imagination,” N Y. . “Masterfully t}gplcted by a man who

| Evening Post. nows.""—N. Y. Tribune,
. | NIVERSITY P RESS
| J Om U $2.50. 482 pages. 125 illustrations. -




